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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re PATENT APPLICATION OF 
NOELLE et al. Group Art Unit: 1 644 

Appln. No.: 09/335,686 Examiner: P. Gambel 

Filed: June 18, 1999 

Title: METHOD FOR PROLONGED SUPPRESSION OF HUMORAL IMMUNE RESPONSE 
TO A THYMUS-DEPENDENT ANTIGEN THERAPEUTIC AGENT 

March 18, 2002 




REPLY AND AMENDMENT 
PURS ANT TO 37 C.F.R. 81.111 

Hon. Commissioner of Patents f\ £ P J \/p 1"^ 

Washington, D.C. 20231 CU 

MAR 2 2 2002 

Sir: KMCEHTERWQI290Q 

In response to the Office Action (final rejection) mailed November 16, 2001 , kindly 
amend the above-identified application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Kindly amend claim 44 as set forth below: 

44. (Twice Amended) A method for inducing prolonged humoral suppression in a 
subject in need of such prolonged humeral immune response, to a soluble thymus dependent 
(TD) antigen which method comprises: 

(i) administering a soluble TD ^jtigen to which a humoral response is to be 

suppressed; and 

(ii) administering an amount of an an^gp39 antibody or a fragment thereof that 
binds gp39, in an amount effective to provide for prolonged humoral immune suppression to 
said soluble TD antigen, wherein administration of (IjWd (ii) is effected concurrently , and 
wherein prolonged humoral immune suppression meansihat suppression of antibody 
prevention against the TD antigen is maintained after administration of said anti-gp39 has 
been terminated. 
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